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Governor Napolitano Signs WIFA Bill Into Law 
Allows Communities Efficient Access to Low-Interest  

Financing for Critical Water Infrastructure 
           
PHOENIX – Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano has signed into law House Bill 2159 (“HB2159”), making it 
easier for communities to access low-interest financing for critical infrastructure.  
 
HB2159 allows cities, towns, domestic water and domestic wastewater improvement districts (“DWIDs”) with 
less than 50,000 people to enter into a loan with the Authority without holding a bond election.   
 
“This legislation allows critical infrastructure to be developed more efficiently in communities throughout the 
state,” said WIFA Chairman Steve Owens, who is also the Director of the Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality.  “The new law will allow cities, towns and districts to save time and money and greatly 
speed up the process of getting these projects funded and putting them into operation.”  
 
City councils, town councils and DWID boards will be able to authorize the borrowing funds from WIFA in a 
more expeditious manner.    
 
Currently, Arizona statute requires that a city, town or DWID put the question of entering into a loan with 
WIFA to a vote of the electors of the municipality, which can create long delays in much-need water 
infrastructure projects in communities, potentially increasing the communities’ costs.  
 
WIFA was created in 1997 to provide a source of financing for drinking water, wastewater and other water 
quality financing projects. WIFA utilizes federal capitalization grants, coupled with state-match funds, to 
provide low-interest loans for water and wastewater projects throughout Arizona.  
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ABOUT THE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AUTHORITY OF ARIZONA 
 
The Water Infrastructure Finance Authority of Arizona maintains and improves water quality in Arizona by 
providing communities and private water systems with access to low-interest financial assistance and technical 
assistance needed for basic water infrastructure.  WIFA's funds are capitalized by contributions from the US 
Congress and the state of Arizona. As a leader in water infrastructure finance, WIFA has become a premier 
financial institution both in Arizona and nationally. Visit WIFA’s Web site at www.azwifa.gov.  
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